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The unlikely Jewels of St Mary’s
By Nikki Banfield, Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Communications Off icer

So next time you see the cows take a closer look at the plantlife 
around you (you may need to get on your hands and knees!).  
It might not be obvious at first but changes are afoot and our 
native, flowering, midget-gems are really benefiting from the 
munching and trampling  of the “Ruby’s”. 

Residents and regular visitors to Scilly may be well 
acquainted with the sight of the large red furry creatures on 
four legs lazily chewing and staring as you circumnavigate 
the coast., but many often wonder what they are doing 
there.    

The answer is simple.  The cows are supporting the work of 
our Ranger Team; helping to restore and maintain  habitats 
that encourage our small, native wildflowers & grasses to 
return & flourish. 
This year it has become particularly evident that the Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Land 
Management Programme is having an impact (this can be seen just by looking carefully 
around the Islands and is also backed up surveying & monitoring that is taking place). 

The Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust’s small herd of Ruby Red Devon cattle have a special 
and important task, which they appear to be excelling in!   Carrot, Flake, Apple, Hettie 
& Moyana are not only helping to restore St Mary’s coastal strips, headlands and 
wetlands to their form glory but the cows themselves are also  in fine physical condition.    

Areas that were covered in swathes of Bracken, Gorse & Bramble as little as 10 years ago are 
now more open, allowing our tiny natives to flourish and in some cases return where they 
were considered lost.

The tiny Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine - pictured left) last recorded on 
Trust tenanted land in 2002, has returned and was recorded in 2017 for the 
first time in 15 years.  (Yes that’s a finger that’s behind it in the photograph!)

Spring Squill (Scilla verna - pictured right) distribution 
across Britain is in decline; however, thanks to Isles of 
Scilly Wildlife Trust land management work Scilly’s 
Spring Squill population is now growing in leaps and 
bounds.

Areas of our headlands & coastal strips are no
longer just dominated by tall, dense Bracken; now you will find 
Tormentil, Red campion, Sorrel, Violets, Foxgloves, regenerating 
Heather, Lousewort, Milkworts , Spring squill, Bluebells a variety of 
grasses and much, much more!


