
 

 

Information Classification: CONTROLLED 

Isles of Scilly AONB - FiPL – Summary Local Guidance for Applicants 

The Farming in Protected Landscapes programme is open to all farmers and land managers within 

an AONB or National Park in England. To be eligible the project must benefit the protected 

landscape, or the protected landscape body’s objectives or partnership initiatives.  

This Local Guidance gives potential applicants guidance on the local priorities for the IoS AONB. It 

should be used in conjunction with the Defra FiPL Guidance for Applicants, and the Isles of Scilly 

AONB Management Plan. 

If you are a farmer or grower in the Isles of Scilly and have an idea for a capital project, or revenue 

activities related to your farm business and land that you need funding for, FiPL could help. 

Application process 

Please contact Rebecca Williams in the first instance, for a pre-application discussion. 

Rebecca.williams@scilly.gov.uk 

Please have some outline details prepared: 

▪ Project description – what you plan to do, where and why 

▪ Priorities – how the project supports national and local criteria (see below for more 

information) 

▪ Project cost – what is the total cost, how much will you ask for from FiPL, and where will the 

remainder of the funding come from 

During the discussion we will go through the full application form in more detail so you understand 

what will be required at the next stage. We can help you with finding all the necessary information. 

We will also discuss how your project could be developed to meet some of the following priorities: 

National Priorities 

Theme: 
Climate  

More carbon is stored and/or sequestered 
Flood risk has been reduced 
Better understanding among farmers, land managers and the public as to what 
different habitats and land uses can deliver for carbon storage and reduced 
carbon emissions 
The landscape is more resilient to climate change 

Theme: 
Nature 

There is a greater area of wildlife rich habitat 

There is greater connectivity between habitats 

Existing habitat is better managed 
There is an increase in biodiversity 

Theme: 
People  

There are more opportunities for people to explore, enjoy and understand the 
landscape 

There are increased opportunities for more diverse audiences to explore, enjoy 
and understand the landscape 

There is greater public engagement in land management, for example through 
volunteering 
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Theme: Place  The quality and character of the landscape is reinforced or enhanced 
Historic structures and features are conserved, enhanced or interpreted more 
effectively 
There is an increase in the resilience of nature friendly sustainable farm 
businesses, which in turn contributes to a more thriving local economy 

 

Your Project must also support Priorities from the AONB Management Plan (available on this 

webpage About our Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty | Isles of Scilly (scillyaonb.org.uk)) 

Examples of Priorities we are particularly keen on supporting through FiPL are: 

Valuing Natural 
Capital 

Collection of environmental data 
Natural capital risk analysis 

Land Management 
for natural capital, 
ecosystem services 
and heritage 
protection 

Manage priority habitats and species 
Re-connect fragmented habitats 
Promote sustainable land management practices 
Support farm-led initiatives for sustainable farming 
Showcase regenerative methods for soil health and carbon capture 
Support the monitoring and evaluation of invasive species 

Sustainable 
Management of 
fresh water 

Improvements to water level management 
Installation of rainwater harvesting and grey water systems 
Support catchment sensitive land management practices 

Collaborative 
working 

Create effective partnerships of stakeholders 
Support climate and nature resilient decision making 

 

Some examples of projects FiPL could support: 

▪ Supporting permissive access including repair and new routes 
▪ Soil sampling and equipment, including soil organic matter 
▪ Equipment & structures to improve efficiency of water use – rainwater harvesting, irrigation 

systems, dairy parlour equipment 
▪ Natural flood management structures that will help with retention of rainwater – swales, ponds, 

ditches, woody dams 
▪ Establishing field trials for cover crops or other regenerative methods 
▪ Compost and manure management systems 
▪ Precision farming sensors – water sensors, soil probes, other technology 
▪ Equipment and infrastructure to help with managing livestock – invisible fences? 
▪ Repairing hedges and gates 
▪ Facilities and equipment to support local food networks 
▪ Management, restoration and repair of shelter belts 
▪ Soil health & regenerative ag advice - Soilmentor training for example, or FCCT 
▪ Apps & tech 
▪ Data gathering and monitoring equipment and techniques 
▪ Seed-sharing and seed banks to protect local flower populations 
▪ Regular farmer-facing meetings 
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