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Access to Nature for All...

The Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust (IoSWT) holds what is perceived 
by many as  the “Common Land” on a 99 year fully repairing and 
insuring lease.  As such the Trust has the largest Tenancy on the 
Islands which includes more than 60% of the land; just under 
2000 hectares.

By Nikki Banfield, Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Communications Off icer

It may surprise you to know that there are no “Rights of Way” or “Footpaths”on Scilly.  The 
Islands were excluded from the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000) and therefore 
“Rights to Roam” do not apply.  There is also no “Common Land” on the Islands.  
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At this time of year the IoSWT Ranger Team are working across the 
Islands to ensure that any paths which are on Trust Tenanted land 
(and on occassion some that are not if asked by local farmers) are 
clear and useable and this is made possible, in part, by AONB Funding.

All paths, whether they be in land or coastal, are “Permissive” due 
to the fact that they are either on someones Freehold property or 
their Tenancy (leased from the Duchy of Cornwall); all land on the 
Islands is either Freehold or Tenanted.

Last year the Ranger Team kept more than 63 miles of paths across the Islands clear; 
and that’s no easy task when it’s all done by hand, on foot with brushcutters.  That’s the 
equivalent of cutting from Scilly to Lands’ End and back again and then half way back to 
Lands’ End again!

Following the completion of a recent independent survey 
“Valuing the Landscape” we know that access, and use of 
the coastal paths, is important to both Scilly’s residents and 
visitors.  With 81% of respondents stating that their overall 
enjoyment of using the coastal paths was “very good” and 
76% of respondents telling us that the management of 
vegetation along coastal paths was either “good” or “very 
good”.  

But as with everything there is always room for 
improvement and we hope,  as  Scilly’s only local 
independent conservation charity (with responsibility 
for this and much, much more) that we can step up to 
that challenge and that Scilly’s residents and visitors will 
support us in this.

Happy walking!


