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Plastic Fantastic!
By Nikki Banfield, Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust Communications Off icer

It may surprise those of you who know me that I’ve used that phrase.  I genuinely  never 
thought that it would be something that I would say and actually mean.  Many of my 
ramblings are about plastic and how bad it is, especially for our wildlife, and how we 
should use less and be conscious of it’s effects on the world we live in.  But, in this instance, 
I do mean it and here’s why.

Over the past couple of years the IoSWT has slowly been 
replacing the old wooden bridges and boardwalks, adorned 
with chicken wire to prevent users from slipping, with 
recycled plastic; and this year another section is being 
replaced.

For more information head on over 
to the Wildlife Trust website!

The IoSWT Ranger Team will be replacing the old wooden 
bridge & hand rail to the Stephen Sussex Hide during 
September 2017.  The work will take approximately 4 
weeks and is being made possible largely through Isles 
of Scilly Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Funding 
at a cost of approximately £11,000 for the materials.  

During this time the Stephen Sussex Hide will be CLOSED as the old wooden bridge is 
removed and the new recycled plastic one is installed.  We realise that this may be a short 
term inconvenience for both local and visiting birdwatchers and for this reason the decision 
to proceed hasn’t been made lightly (Short term inconvenience = long term gain).  If the 
work is not completed the Hide would shortly have to be closed permanently for reasons 
of safety.  

We trust that users, both local and visiting, will be patient and supportive of the Ranger 
Team whilst they carry out this vital piece work enabling those who use the Nature Trails 
& Hides to do so safely for years to come.

This work is being completed now because it is the best time of year for it to take place 
in terms of the ground & weather conditions as well as fitting in with the Ranger Teams 
seasonal work commitments.  

We would also like to thank, once again, the Isles of Scilly Bird Group for their donation of 
£500 towards this piece of work.


